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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2 . Claims 10 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rosen(6,1 15,086). 

As to claims 10 and 20, Rosen teaches a mounting assembly for securing a night 
vision display in a vehicle compartment comprising a right vision display unit(30) and a 
friction hinge(34) that dampens movement of the display unit(30)(see figures 1-4; 
column 3, lines 15-68 and column 4, lines 1-13). 

3. Claims 1 0 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Mola(6, 125,030). 

As to claims 10 and 20, Mola teaches mounting assembly for securing a night 
vision display(20) in a vehicle compartment comprising a night vision display unit(14) 
and a friction hinge(30, 32, 42, 44) that dampens movement of the display unit(50)(see 
figures 1-4, 6; abstract and column 2, lines 4-46). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 


4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-2, 5, 6, 9-10 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Corn(5,651 ,605) in view of Mola etal(6, 125,030). 

As to claims 1-2, 5-6, 9-10 and 15-16, Corn teaches a mounting assembly for a 
night vision unit(10) in a vehicle compartment, the mounting assembly comprising: a 
visor (144) pivotally mounted in the associated vehicle compartment position adjacent 
an upper region of an associated windshield ( 142 ) , the visor (144) 
movable between a storage position and a use position; a 
unit (32) pivotally mounted in the associated vehicle compartment 
position adjacent an upper region of an associated 
windshield ( 142 ) , the unit (32) movable between a storage position 
and a deployed position; and a first catch (50, 52) for securing 
the unit (32) in a storage position(see figures 1-3, 7; column 3, 
lines 17-68 and column 5, lines 51-57) . 

Corn teaches a unit (32) pivotally mounted in the associated 
vehicle compartment (see figure 7). Corn fails to disclose a unit 
is a display unit. 
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Mola et al teach a display (20) pivotally mounted on a 
vehicle compartment (see figures 1-4; abstract and column 2, 
lines 3-46) . It would have been obvious to have modified Corn 
with the teaching of Mola et al, so as to provide a navigation 
display system to a driver (see column 1, lines 30-35) . 

As to claim 2, Corn teaches a second catch (60, 62) (see 
figures 1, 7-8/ column 4, lines 1-15 and column 6, lines 1-21). 

As to claim 5, Corn teach the visor(144) having a hinge along one edge 
disposed adjacent the windshield(142)(see figure 7 and column 5, lines 51-65). 

As to claim 6, Corn as modified by Mola teach a display unit(32) having a hinge(34) 
along one edge disposed in spaced relation from the windshield(142)(see figures 1-3, 
7; column 3, lines 17-40 and column 5, lines 51-65). 

As to claim 15, Corn as modified by Mola teach a visor(144) pivotally mounted 
in the vehicle compartment, the display unit(32) adapted to overlay the visor(144) when 
both the visor(144) and the display unit(32) are in the stored position(horizontal 
position)(see figures 1 , 7). 

As to claim 16, Corn as modified teach the hinge of the visor(144) are opposite 
to the hinge(34) of the display unit(32)(see figures 1 and 7). 
6. Claims 1 -2, 5-6, 9-1 0 and 1 5-1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tawaraya(4,979,079) in view of Mola et al(6,125,030). 

As to claims 1-2, 5-6 , 9-10 and 15-17, Tawaraya teaches a mounting assembly 
for a night vision unit(1 ) in a vehicle compartment, the mounting assembly comprising: a 
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visor (10) pivotally mounted in the associated vehicle compartment position adjacent an 
upper region of an associated windshield, the visor movable between a storage position 
and a use position; a unit(30) pivotally mounted in the associated vehicle compartment 
position adjacent an upper region of an associated windshield, the unit(30) movable 
between a storage position and a deployed position; and a first catch(10A) for securing 
at least one of the unit(30) and visor(1 0) in their respective storage positions(see figures 
1-2; column 2, lines 28-68 and column 4, lines 4-7). 

Tawaraya teaches a unit(40) pivotally mounted in the associated vehicle 
compartment (see figures 1-2). Tawaraya et al fail to disclose a 
unit is a display unit. 

Mola et al teach a display (2 0) pivotally mounted on a 
vehicle compartment (see figures 1-4; abstract and column 2, 
lines 3-46) . It would have been obvious to have modified Corn 
with the teaching of Mola et al, so as to provide a navigation 
display system to a driver (see column 1, lines 30-35) . 

As to claim 2, Tawaraya teaches a second catch (10A) (see 
figure 1; column 3, lines 57-68 and column 4, lines 1-24) . 

As to claim 5, Tawaraya teaches the visor(10) having a hinge along one edge 
disposed adjacent the windshield(see figure 1 and column 2, lines 28-40). 

As to claim 6, Tawaraya as modified by Mola et al teach a display unit(30) 
having a hinge(32) along one edge disposed in spaced relation from the windshield(see 
figures 1 and column 2, lines 28-63). 
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As to claims 15 and 17, Tawaraya as modified by Mola et al teach a visor(10) 
pivotally mounted in the vehicle compartment, the display unit(30) adapted to overlay 
the visor(10) when both the visor(10) and the display unit(30) are in the stored 
position(horizontal position) and a catch assembly having a first component on the 
display unit(30) and a second components OA) on the visor(10)(see Tawaraya's figure 
1 and column 3, lines 4-22). 

As to claim 1 6, Tawaraya as modified teach the hinge(1 1 ) of the visor(10) are 
opposite to the hinge(32) of the display unit(30)(see figure 1 ). 
7. Claims 3,4,7-8,11-14 ad 17-19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Corn in view of Mola et al and Yang(5,044,685). 

As to claims 3-4, 7-8, 11-14, 17-19 and 21, Yang teaches a 
magnet as a catch and a sticker (26) for mounting a visor (10) to 
a plate (42) (see figure 8 and column 4, lines 53-68) • It would 
have been obvious to have modified Corn as modified with the 
teaching of Yang, so a display unit (32) would be more securely 
to maintain in a horizontal position (see Corn's figures 1, 7 
and Yang's figure 8). 

As to claims 4, 19 and 21, Yang teach a hook- and- loop 
fastener (44) could be replaced by magnets and striker for 
mounting a plate (42) on a vehicle compartment (see figure 8 and 
column 4, lines 59-68) . It would have been obvious to have a 
striker mounted on Corn's vehicle compartment for securing a 
display unit (32), so as to simplify the mounting structure. 
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8 . Claims 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rosen or Mola in view of Yang(5,044,685). 

Rosen or Mola fails to disclose a magnet as a catch and a 
sticker for mounting a display in a storage position (horizontal 
position) . 

Yang teach a hook-and-loop fastener (44) could be replaced 
by a magnet and a striker for mounting a plate (42) on a vehicle 
compartment (see figure 8 and column 4, lines 59-68). It would 
have been obvious to have modified Rosen or Mola with the 
teaching of Yang, so as to simplify the attachment structure. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Chang(6,409,242) teach a video display mounted on a vehicle roof. 

Finneman(6,364,390) teaches a display mounted on the ceiling portion of a 
vehicle. 

Fitzpatrick et al(5,975,708) teach a mirror attached to a sun visor. 
Hermansson et 31(5,174,644) teaches an illuminating unit(5) mounted in the 
ceiling directly behind the sun visor(4). 

Portman(5,096,271) teaches a display unit mounted on the ceiling of an airplane. 
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Ogata(6,256,078) teaches a display(7) mounted on the ceiling portion of a 
vehicle. 

Cook et al(US 2001/0048404A1) teaches a display mounted on the ceiling 
portion of a vehicle. 

Rosen et al(D446,507) teaches a ceiling mounted display. 
1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lun-yi, Lao whose telephone number is (703) 
305-4873. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Bipin Shalwala, can be reached at (703) 305-4938. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 

whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 

April 2, 2004 

Lun-yi Lao 
Primary Examiner 


